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Dear Ivan8 

On this t h i r d  night of s i t t i n g  up a l l  night  the l i d h t s  a re  
br ight ,  the ooffee compelling, and v i th  diary up-to-date, and the  hope 
brightening that  we s h a l l  get  t o  SF by Thursday, tnero dem1-3 both point, and 
time t o  write. 

The t r i p  has gsne well. Without a i r  planes we could have done 
e i t h a r  less o r  longer. 
Kalgan and back, Peiping t o  Chengtu, Chengtu t o  Chungking, Chungking t o  
Nanking, Nanking t o  Shanghai, and novi v ia  Guam, Kwajalein, Johnson a d  
Hawaii. This last B e t  of jumps have been the least comfortable and the  
l e a s t  downdable but I hope for luck in get t ing out  of Honolulu ahead of 
the atomic bomb BIPs, and if w e  do that a l l  w i l l  be well. 
toleEirn t h a t  i f  we have t rouble  tonight on this f l i g h t  we are t o  t r y  t o  
avoid returning t o  Kwajalein, and a plane tha t  l e f t h  was ca l led  back 
after being four hours out .  
or unexplained f a c t s  t h a t  characterize l i f e  x i t h o u t  newspapers, as it nas 
been so riuch of the  time since May 8. 

Planes took us from Nanking t o  Peiping, Peiping t o  

It  wa3 in te res t ing  

Just mother  exan;le of the i n f i n i t y  of rumors 

China presents as complicated a s e t  of vtLriables as one could 
expect. 
whirlwind of chiinges and we are q ~ t e  c l ea r  thLt even though our picture  
becomes progressively out of date  the chance of some economic and p o l i t i c a l  
improvcmcnt is the only chance the t  w i l l  save our making a vvry guarded re- 
port  indeed. So  I do riot see a special  meeting of tha Trustees indicated 
f o r  Septemb.sr o r  October. Our f i rs t  draft  of  a report  wes sweated out i n  
Shanghai and we s h d l h a v e  a revis ion f o r  Loucks t o  take on for typing in 
NY. I ' d  ratl!er have no office c i rcu la t ion  till  I get back but Loucks w i L l  
be a Good judge if my pecul iar  demand f o r  i t  occurs. 
it over the  more sense I see i n  telephoning you from San F r a x i s c o  so 1'11 
shorten fu r the r  comment that would be superfluous t o  a conversation. 

It was, as I half thought it would be, an expomrs t o  China i n  a 

The :nore I1v.j tncught 

Your in te re3 t  cmd perspiuacity i n  soc ia l  and p o l i l i c a l  matter 
would httve been pleasant t o  p r o f i t  from here i n  China, There s c e : ~ :  t c  ae 
to be a very complicated set of ccnd i t ims  a l l  pi led u? on ea&. other: fun- 
damentally of  c w m e  the Chinese caprci ty  t o  absorb ay th ' in6  r : i thin reach, 
then the u w a l  pei*ce time poverty, und mi acute mar time poverty, ;)ius i n f l s -  
t i on ,  plus d i s t r u s t  of those vrho deal t  V6th the  Japs, $us impatience with 
t h e i r  o m  p o l i t i c a l  quarrels, plus :;loutly increasing kredom ;;ith BO much 
t i i h t  is American and grat i tude to  America and some lively liopes, 

One o r  two t d e s  that t e l l  a good deal. The engineer Todd who is 

It i u  the 2ol iLicai  Lob of 
in charge of get,tirig the Y e l l o ~  River h c k  t u  i t s  old bed repor t s  t ha t  t t c  m a i n  
d i f f i c u l t y  i s  no longer a matter of ecgineering. 
get t ing the Chinese farmers who htive set t led i n  the river be6 t o  cede tLis good 
early and let river come beck &ere it .k longs .  I think one reason the  Chinese 
don't think much about the  welfare of the  mass is thcit they've riever men a 
group of people small erlouEh to tc a manqeat le  group - exceijt lerhaps t h e i r  
famiiy. The train wreck s to ry  I stuck i n  the di.hry. 
underetanding with Balfour - I think the Ind ian  c o l k p s e  has sobercd 1iir:i a b i t .  
I am cer te in ly  glad we d idn ' t  open up a Pandoru' s box there. 

exact plans yet .  Thanks f o r  your very kind help  to Eleanor. 
appec  ia t  ive  l y  . 

I've g o t  t o  a be t t e r  

1'11 see D o h m  i n  BC  an^ be back just af'tcr Labor Day. Don't know 
She wrote me most 

As ever 1.G 


